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“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the LORD.”—Luke 2:11 

 This is one of the most popular “Christmas Card” verses in the Bible.  It may be the only time of the year 

we repeatedly read it and one verse that even unbelievers can quote.  No Christmas program would be 

complete without its little band of gunnysack shepherds.  Frightened by the angel’s sudden appearance, they 

marvel at the good news from the angel and rush to Bethlehem to see the Savior-King.  As they return to their 

flocks, they praise God and tell all who will listen about the birth of the chosen Child. 

 They finish spreading the good tidings, leave the stage, and we hardly give them another thought. 

 Yet, this remarkable verse is not only a miraculous announcement, but very personal in nature.  It’s a 

personal word and invitation to you and me.  Just how badly do we need the Good News this angel was 

bringing? 

 This Heaven-sent announcement was first spoken to a small band of shepherds who were out in their 

fields keeping watch over their flock by night.  At this time in history, shepherds were considered to be lower-

class citizens.  They were at the bottom of rung on the social ladder.  Yet an “angel stood before them, and the 

glory of the LORD shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.” (Luke 2:9 NASB) 

 So why did this miraculous announcement come to them at all? Why not to the priests and kings?  Who 

were these shepherds that they should be eyewitnesses of God’s glory from Heaven and receive history’s 

greatest birth announcement ever? 

 Perhaps as social outcasts, these were the ones who deep down inside knew their need for a Savior.  In 

fact, while Christ came for the world, it is only those who realize and accept their need for Him that truly ever 

encounter Him.  Lots of people, like the religious leaders of the time, pretended to know and want God.  They 

were the Great Pretenders.  But after Jesus grew and went into ministry—proving Himself to them, they never 

truly encountered Him.  After His death, burial and resurrection, they never truly encountered Him.  They 

never experienced the glory of the LORD.  They relied on “self” to know God.  And that is the case today.  

Christians are divided into believing people in faith who experience Jesus Christ on a daily basis through 

relationship with His Word and prayer; and unbelieving people in a religious mind-set who are in control of 

their own life and believing what is acceptable to them versus the Word of God. 

 Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11 NKJV). 

Christ is also the Great Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20) and the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4).  No other illustration 

so vividly portrays His tender care and guiding hand.  And, it’s interesting that Jesus was first announced to the 

shepherds and compares Himself to a shepherd.  He was identifying with them.  Essentially, He was telling us 

that He would be ostracized by the world’s culture, but that those who would follow Him would be His sheep.  

At the same time, we can also be compared to the shepherds on that holy night who experienced Heaven: 



people of no reputation, recognized by a Holy God as worthy of receiving the Good News. What a privilege 

and blessing! 

 As we gaze on nativity scenes today and smile at those gunnysack shepherds, let’s not lose sight of the 

striking irony.  A handful of shepherds, marginalized by the social and religious elite, were chosen to break the 

silence of centuries, heralding the Messiah’s birth.  It is no less with us today.  We were chosen to break the 

silence in the lives of those around us, heralding the Messiah’s birth.  Let us take every opportunity to let 

those know:  “Guess what?  For there WAS born TO YOU in the city of David a SAVIOR, who is Christ the LORD!  

He is sent to redeem us, save, heal and deliver us.  He is the only One who can bring us peace with God and 

peace in our hearts.” 

 

 


