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Commentary by Debra Jack 

CHRISTMAS—TO BE OR NOT TO BE—THAT IS THE QUESTION 

  To celebrate or to not celebrate Christmas—that is the question!  This has been a growing 
controversy and contention in the Church over that last several years particularly.  In a quest for 
answers of truth I found 2 views in contrast to one another (which are published in the 
commentary).  And I know now that its one opinion against another with probably no resolution.  
Since I have always loved Christmas (for the reasons I will explain later) and the 
commemoration/celebration of Christ’s’ birth—which we celebrate in our home, I tend to 
personally agree with the second view.   

   You see, I do understand that many of our holidays have come from or are adopted from 
paganism through the Roman Catholic Church. But, it is my opinion that we as Christians can’t 
back out of everything and just let the world completely take over.  In fact, that was one of the 
reasons that the Roman Catholic Church started celebrating some of these holidays—was to get 
in there and turn some of the pagan ideas around so they wouldn’t be able to completely take 
over.  Unfortunately, they ended up mixing with the paganism instead of cancelling it out.  So, 
many see it as the pure mixing with the putrid, which equals putrid!  However, even in the 
Roman Catholic Church there was and is some truth.  In our family celebration of Christmas, we 
do not worship Christmas or the Asherah (as some see it)—we worship Jesus Christ.  Of course, 
people can make Christmas anything they want and thus, I’m sure it has become an Asherah in 
many homes. 

   At the same time, I don’t know that Christians celebrating Christmas—or the birth of Christ—
upsets or concerns God terribly.  I read clearly in the Old Covenant of many feasts and festivals 
that God Himself instituted for the people to celebrate in worship of Him.  It’s true, under the 
New Covenant the only ceremony that it upholds is Communion.  Whatever else we do in the 
way of worship or recognition to our Most Holy God should come through the leading of the 
Holy Spirit for the Word tells us that “. . .A time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks, God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth," (John 4:23-
24).  God can lead us in any way (but contrary to His Word) He wants to in worship. 

      I can tell you this; the Spirit of God has showed up at Christmas at our home as we have 
celebrated the birth of His Wonderful Son.  We have always tried to make Christmas special and 
have taught our children to make it special who are in turn teaching their children to make it 
special.  It’s not about Santa Claus in our home.  While our children were growing up, we made 
it a time for special family worship.  We would take more time to read the Word together as a 
family and we read books written with testimonies of warm memories, miracles and missions 
(we still have our favorites!).  We sang together and prayed together during the celebration of 
Christmas in our home.  Our boys actually looked forward to having our Christmas devotion 
times together.   

   Regardless of the pagan institution in Christmas, I have a difficult time finding the wrong in 
setting aside a time or season to commemorate Christ’s birth?  Is Jesus upset because we don’t 
get the date right, or does He relish the recognition and worship?   

   Let’s logically look at all the damage Christmas has done because it’s a pagan holiday. 
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  (Warning: This paragraph contains a bit of sarcasm.)   Is reading and studying the virgin birth 
and memorizing the Scriptures regarding the holy birth of Christ with our children and calling it 
Christmas, wrong?  What about singing Christmas carols such as, “Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come—let earth receive her King!” and “O come let us adore Him!”  Is that terrible?  What about 
in the Church?  You know, the plays we do and also get our children involved in by dressing 
them up in shepherd and angel costumes to tell the story of the birth of Jesus Christ.  Is the Lord 
up there shaking His head in disgust?  And what about those musicals and cantata’s depicting the 
great birth?  Don’t they just rub you the wrong way?  What about in public?  Is printing up 
plaques and coffee cups with the slogan, “Jesus Is the Reason for the Season,” so awful?  Heaven 
forbid one of those items would end up on “Uncle Unsaved’s” desk.   And, sending Christmas 
Cards (to saved and unsaved loved ones) that explain the Messiah’s birth and pronounce 
blessings of peace, hope and love through Him—isn’t that just the worst?  I know what it is that 
disgust us—it’s that idol in the living room—the “Christmas Tree” (I need sound effects here).    

   Maybe we ought to just stop a moment and think about this campaign to subtract Christmas 
because it’s pagan.  I don’t know about you, but the witnessing tool Christmas has and can be is 
not something I’m quite ready to give up.  (By the way, Christmas is still the greatest 
evangelistic time of the year.)  We should be saying to the devil, “Well, you started it!  Now 
through Christ we’re going to finish it!”   

   At Christmas I have witnessed personally and by far the most hardened hearts become tender 
toward God; I have seen people who would never bow their head to pray—suddenly and 
respectfully bow and at least listen to the prayers being offered; I have seen forgiveness take 
place between people who held grudges for years; I have seen the most stingy people on the 
planet reach deep in their pockets to give to someone in need; I have seen men stop on the 
roadside on a cold freezing winter night to help a stranded motorist; I have heard of families 
giving up their own personal gift-giving and instead donating what they would spend on gifts to 
a worthy ministry/mission; I have seen self-consumed people all of a sudden travel into the 
dirtiest and most dangerous part of town to minister to the homeless.  I have seen or heard of all 
of these things happening strictly and only because it was CHRISTMAS and their hearts were 
moved!  Sloppy sentimental obscurity?  Maybe.  Maybe not.   

   Sure, we should be doing that all year round.  You get no argument from me on that one.  But, 
what is it about Christmas that causes even those with hardened hearts—who do not know 
Christ—to fall under His influence of Love for a moment or two?  What is it about Christmas 
that jerks the slack out of us and causes our eyes to open and our ears to hear?  The pagan refuse 
instituted in it?  No!  Rather, that Precious One sent from heaven by a God who so loved us.  The 
One we are vividly reminded of on a holiday called, Christmas—our Messiah—our Deliverer—
the Long Awaited One. 

   There must be something about Christmas that rubs Christians the wrong way—even the devil 
hates it.  Now, that scares me—when Christians are in agreement with the devil!  As a matter of 
fact, the devil has so hated what it has become to some that he has pulled out all the stops to rid 
our country of Christmas—the celebration of the birth of Christ.  He has become totally 
threatened by it.  How do we know this?  Just listen in about mid-November to your local and 
national News broadcast and you’ll hear all kinds of stories about the stopping of Christmas 
celebrations.  You see, satan tried to gum it up with all his pagan ideas and trappings, but in 
some cases, it turned around back on him and bit him in the behind.  It became something and 
about something that he never intended—LOVE.  Don’t you see, Christians did succeed 
somewhat in turning it around (enough to worry the devil), OR did God take what was meant for 
evil and turn it around for good?  Just a thought!  Whatever happened, we now have a fight on 
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our hands to keep nativity scenes and the words, “Merry Christmas” in public places.  It sure 
appears to me that satan views Christmas as a threat.  Otherwise, he wouldn’t be working so hard 
to get rid of it!  So, he welcomes the idea of Christians helping him out to X out Christmas as we 
know it. 

   I was also thinking about the Christians who are so against Christmas.  Did you ever notice that 
many of these same Christians are the ones who are trying to celebrate all the Jewish holidays 
that God has told us to stop.  Galatians 4:9-11 NKJ—“But now after you have known God, or 
rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to 
which you desire again to be in bondage? YOU OBSERVE DAYS AND MONTHS AND SEASONS AND 
YEARS. I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain.”  In simple terms, the Christian 
Galatians were turning back to the Law and celebrating Jewish holidays and holy days such as 
the day of Atonement, the Sabbath, the New Moon Festivals, Passover, etc. when the New 
Covenant had fulfilled all of these things.   The Galatians Christians were celebrating these 
holidays and holy days to try and gain favor with God.  So, which is worse?  Celebrating 
forbidden Jewish holidays or Christmas? 

   Now what about that idol Christmas Tree—is that really what gets to us?  I’ll let the last article 
in this commentary explain the Christmas Tree thing.  And what about the extravagant and 
exaggerated “gift giving?”  After all, it’s Christ’s birthday we are celebrating, not ours.  As far as 
the “gift giving” goes, we give gifts to symbolize the greatest gift ever given—the Christ and as a 
symbol of our love and appreciation to another—acting as Christ would.  Agreed, that’s cheesy.  
Have we gone overboard?  Most certainly!  I agree that this is one area has gotten completely out 
of control and (the economy has) milked for all it’s worth.  I would personally like to get rid of 
gift-giving and focus totally on Christ.  But, I must confess my sin—it’s one time of year when I 
willingly give gifts to those in need.  Oh, I give money, food, etc. to the needy all year round, but 
gifts?  Never passes my mind until Christmas.  Pitiful, I know!   In our home, we do give gifts, 
but we also make a rededication of our lives to Christ on Christmas morning—the gift He is 
really after.  In all, I’m not sure gift-giving is so entirely evil or even pagan. 

   Finally and I’m wrapping this up (no pun intended), I’m not ready just yet to lay down and let 
the devil take over my celebration of Christmas.  Sure, Christians can stop celebrating Christmas 
because it has pagan roots, but if we do I guarantee you that’s not going to stop it—it’s not going 
to stop the devil or the world—we will just be inundated and overcome with paganism all around 
us in December.  Just because we back out doesn’t mean that it’s going to go away, it’s not—it 
will just get completely taken over by paganism.  Think about that for a moment.  We have many 
already who are sticking their head in the sand and pretending they don’t see—they’re dragging 
their questioning, curious and disappointed kids through department stores at Christmas and 
answering them with, “Oh Honey, don’t pay any attention to that!  We don’t celebrate 
Christmas—it’s of the devil.  Just ignore the big elephant in the room!”   The kid’s being 
overwhelmed by what they perceive to be the sights and sounds of glorious festivity, but they are 
told—“Don’t touch!” with no explanation or replacement.   Then we have the ever faithful 
protesters of Christmas and what are they really accomplishing? 

   We are already witnessing first-hand what will happen if Christians back off.  There are fights 
all over about putting up nativity scenes and movements to retract the phrase, “Merry 
Christmas.”  It’s my opinion that we should have taken over the whole holiday a long time ago, 
but no, we were fighting about it, as usual.  “Well it’s pagan!”  “Well, let’s go retrieve it from the 
pagans!  Just who’s ruling here, anyway?”  If Christians would have taken Christmas over early 
on, possibly there could have been some real spiritual meaning left in it and not all covered up by 
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the over-indulgent hoop-la that we see today.  I guess generations past just thought if they closed 
their eyes it would go away, but it didn’t, did it? 

   There are some things worth fighting for and some things that are not.  In my opinion 
Halloween is a NOT thing—it’s evil and from the pit of Hell and has never given God any glory 
whatsoever!  Easter is a NOT thing.  I’m not going to worship the goddess of fertility and 
celebrate spring with Easter bunnies and eggs.   However, I will attempt to “take over Easter” 
and celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  I don’t care what the Roman Catholics 
instituted, I am going to recognize Good Friday and use it to minister to the unsaved the greatest 
Sacrifice ever made.  And Christmas . . . well, I love what it really makes me think about—the 
love God displayed towards mankind by the giving of His only begotten Son.  And, I love the 
opportunity it gives us to minister that great Gift of Love to the lost. And, I love what it does to 
families—bringing them back together for even a moment in time to just love on each other.  

   Please read the following 2 opposing views. 

 

VIEW 1 

THE TRUE MEANINING OF CHRISTMAS 

By David J. Meyer, Last Trumpet Ministries 

(Used by permission) 

   They tell us that it is the season to be jolly.  It is a time of ornaments, red and green 
decorations, silver bells, holly, mistletoe and colored lights.  It is also a time of department store 
Santa’s calling out their universal mantra, "Ho ho ho, Merry Christmas."  Nearly all of the realm 
of so-called "Christianity" join in and repeat this same greeting, "Merry Christmas!"  

   Although we hear these words constantly as they resonate millions of times throughout the 
land, almost nobody understands what they are really saying.  It is the purpose of this tract to 
take the words, "Merry Christmas" and examine the true meaning and essence of those words.  

   A true Christian would want to examine everything they say, because Jesus said in Matthew 
12:36-37, "But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned."  We will now set aside all of the customs, glitter and traditions of 
Christmas, which were taken from pagan witchcraft and popularized by the Roman Catholic 
Church, and we will focus on the true meaning of the words, "Merry Christmas!"  

   The word "Merry" is simple to define.  It unquestionably means to be happy, joyful and light-
hearted.  The word "merry" fits into the ambience of laughter and frivolity.  This word "merry" 
by itself is innocent and innocuous enough, but as we will now see, it becomes heinously 
blasphemous when used with the word "Christmas."  

   Here let it be noted that most people think that the word, "Christmas" means "the birth of 
Christ."  By definition, it means "death of Christ", and I will prove it by using the World Book 
Encyclopedia, the Catholic Encyclopedia, and a book entitled, The Mass In Slow Motion.  
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   If you are an honest, sincere and discerning Christian, please read on; if not, you might as well 
stop right here.  The World Book Encyclopedia defines "Christmas" as follows:  "The word 
Christmas comes from "Cristes Maesse", an early English phrase that means "Mass of Christ." 
(1)  It is interesting to note that the word "Mass", as used by the Roman Catholics, has 
traditionally been rejected by the so-called Protestants, such as Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Pentecostals and so on.  The word "Mass" is strictly a Catholic word and thus, so 
is "Christ-Mass."  

   It would stand to reason, that since all of these denominations love and embrace "Christ-Mass", 
that December 25th is the great homecoming day, when all of the Protestants become Catholic 
for a day.  It would seem that all of the so-called "wayward daughters" of the Romish church 
return to their mother, the scarlet harlot.  Thus, all of the so-called Protestant churches could sing 
to the Pope that popular song "I'll be home for Christmas."  

   As previously stated, the word "Mass" in religious usage means a "death sacrifice."  The 
impact of this fact is horrifying and shocking; for when the millions of people are saying, "Merry 
Christmas", they are literally saying "Merry death of Christ!"  Furthermore, when the fat man in 
the red suit laughs boisterously  and says, "Ho ho ho, Merry Christmas", he is mocking and 
laughing at the suffering and bleeding Saviour, who died for our sins.  He does this while parents 
place their little children into his waiting arms to hear his false promises of gifts that he says he 
will give them.  Consider what you are saying when you say "Merry Christmas."  

   What is so amusing about our Saviour's painful death?  What is so funny?  Why is Santa 
laughing?  Why are you going along with it?  Your words do count and Satan knows it.  Yes, the 
word "Mass" does mean "death sacrifice", and to cement that fact, we will consider the definition 
of the inventors of the religious application of the word "Mass."  I am looking at page 537 of the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, which says, "In the Christian law, the supreme sacrifice is that of the 
Mass."  It goes on to say, "The supreme act of worship consists essentially in an offering of a 
worthy victim to God, the offering made by a proper person, as a priest, the destruction of the 
victim." (2)  Please note carefully the word, "victim" of the Mass.  The Latin word for victim is 
"Hostia" from which the word "host" is derived.  The Mass, by definition of those who coined 
the word, is a sacrifice involving a victim.  There is no other meaning for the word "Mass" or 
"Christ-Mass."  On page 110 of a book entitled "The Mass In Slow Motion",  we find the 
following words: "It is only with the consecration that the sacrifice of the Mass is achieved.  I 
have represented the Mass to you, more than once, as a kind of ritual dance."  (3)  

   In essence, the Mass is the ceremonial slaying of Jesus Christ over and over again, followed by 
the eating of his flesh and the drinking of his blood.  The Mass is the death sacrifice, and the 
"Host" is the victim.  This is official Roman Catholic doctrine, and "Christmas" is a word that 
they invented.  Again, I ask, what is so merry about the pain, bleeding, suffering and death of 
Jesus Christ? Satan has done quite a job of getting millions of so-called "Christians" to 
blaspheme.  What a deceiver he is.  

   Now you know the true meaning of the word "Christmas" or Mass of Christ.  There is much 
more to know about this pagan holiday, and we will be glad to provide you with plenty of 
evidence that Jesus was not born on December 25th, and that Christmas is not only a lie, but is 
actually a witches' sabbat called "Yule" in clever disguise.  Please contact us at the address 
below, and for the sake of your soul, flee from idolatry!  
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COMMENT In Re to View 1:  The True Meaning of Christmas by David Meyer 

BY DEBRA JACK 

   View 2 following will oppose and dispute some of the above opinion, however, I just want to 
make a few comments. 

DJ Comment:  First, Mr. Meyer’s writing tone feels angry.  Angry always gets you an open 
door for witnessing, huh?  But the horrible fact is, most of the material that I find against 
Christmas—or any other debatable issue for that matter that is written by Christians—seems to 
have an overtone of outright anger.  I’m less likely to listen to any angry Christian trying to make 
a point!   

DJ Comment:  Mr. Meyer does not have the full meaning of the word, “mass” (see View 2).   

Mr. Meyer:  “As previously stated, the word ‘Mass’ in religious usage means a ‘death sacrifice.’  
The impact of this fact is horrifying and shocking; for when the millions of people are saying, 
"Merry Christmas", they are literally saying "Merry death of Christ!" Consider what you are 
saying when you say ‘Merry Christmas.’ . . . What is so amusing about our Saviour's painful 
death?  What is so funny?”   

DJ Comment:  Let me just comment by saying first that the word, “merry” has many meanings.  
He is right that it means to be happy, joyful and light-hearted.  You can choose one or more of 
those synonyms to the word, merry, to apply to the applicable situation.   For instance, in 
applying the word, “merry,” to the death of Christ (as in Merry Christmas—if that were the 
whole meaning), a Christian could say, “I am merry about the death of Christ on the cross for my 
sins,” OR “I am happy [even joyful] that Christ gave His life for me on the cross.”  I get the 
feeling that that kind of merry—happy and joyful—is the kind that leads to thankfulness and is 
what God desires.  In other words, Christians should be happy and joyful that Christ died on the 
cross for our sins.  We can’t be happy or joyful about the horrible and painful death in itself—but 
the result of the work of the cross should bring us much happiness and joy.  We’re NOT merry 
because of Jesus’ torture on the cross—we are merry because of what He gave to us through that 
death.  That may spin a new light on the subject. 

   However, you will see in a moment that the word, “mass” has other connotations—which 
eradicate Mr. Meyer’s definition and brings in a definition more “in keeping” with the 
celebration and what most people are really meaning when they say, “Merry Christmas.” 

Mr. Meyer:  “The word ‘Mass’ is strictly a Catholic word and thus, so is ‘Christ-Mass.’”   

DJ Comment:  Granted and correct.  Christmas came from Catholicism.  And, if we knew the 
truth, so did every other Christian religion.  Catholicism was the ONLY religion at one point in 
time—what choice was there?  The Protestant/Evangelical Church is a spin-off of the Catholic 
Church.  So we throw out Methodism, Baptist, Full Gospel, etc. because their roots can be traced 
back to Catholicism?  Or do we take what we have and make it right?  Just because we celebrate 
Christmas does not make us Catholic for a day!  We have taken Christmas and celebrated it our 
way.  I don’t know about you, but I probably don’t celebrate Christmas anything like the 
Catholics do.  You know, it’s like buying a house that’s had a previous owner.  When you move 
in, you change things to meet your needs.  Even though it belonged to someone else, it’s not 
their’s now and you can change it all you want.  The structure of the house may remain the same, 
but you may remodel the whole interior, bring in new furniture and accessories and it won’t look 
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anything like what the previous owner had.  Get my drift?   It’s that way with Christmas.  It’s 
what we personally make of it. 

Mr. Meyer:  “What is so amusing about our Saviour's painful death?  What is so funny?  Why is 
Santa laughing?  Why are you going along with it?” 

DJ Comment:  There is not one person that I know of that is amused by our Savior’s painful 
death and we’re certainly not laughing about that.  But again, if you take the entire and correct 
definition for the word, “mass” as used in the word “Christmas,” then it takes on a different 
meaning all together.  That’s what we’re joyful about.   

   And, Santa, who is a spin-off from the person of Saint Nicholas?  Well, legend says that he’s 
laughing or joyful because he is making unfortunate children happy. Saint Nicholas was a real 
Christian person who was initially known as helping two poor young single women by giving 
them money for a dowry so they could marry.  He placed the money in their stockings which 
were hanging by the fireplace to dry.  Legend has it that he continued to help poor unfortunate 
children.  It’s a legend!  A story.  I don’t know that anyone can prove it.  There are a lot of things 
we can’t prove!  Regardless, it’s just a story about a man doing good.   

   Now, I’m not into the fat man in a red suit—never have been—never will be—and it’s gotten 
out of hand and taken over Christmas.  I’m just trying to say that the comment that Santa is 
laughing about Christ being crucified is ludicrous at best. 

Mr. Meyer:  “This is official Roman Catholic doctrine, and "Christmas" is a word that they 
invented.” 

DJ Comment:  Yes, that’s probably right.  Now, we have taken their interpretation of Christmas 
and have invented something different and have made is ours. 

Mr. Meyer:  “Satan has done quite a job of getting millions of so-called "Christians" to 
blaspheme.” 

DJ Comment:  First of all, I’m not a “so-called” Christian.  I am a Christian—wholeheartedly.  
And that probably goes for the thousands of other Christians who celebrate Christmas.  I am a 
follower of Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords and the King of kings!  I know Who I believe and 
What I have been called to.  Second of all, I am not blaspheming.  You do not know the intent of 
my heart nor my relationship with my Savior.  Save the judgment, sir. 

 

VIEW 2 

IS GOD AGAINST CHRISTMAS 

By Raymond L. Cox, Answers In Action 
 
(Used by Permission) 
 
   Is God against Christmas?  
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   If you listen to certain partisans you might adopt that idea! With the annual approach of this 
holiday, writers burst into print, radio preachers harangue and pulpiteers propagandize against 
observance of Christmas. 

   "Christmas is a pagan holiday!" thunder some. 

   "Christians shouldn't celebrate Christmas!" warn others. 

   "God's against Christmas!" 

   So the charges fly. 

   When opponents of the observance get down to particulars they voice objections on five 
specific grounds. Christians should not celebrate Christmas because of the name of the holiday, 
because of the commercialization of the observance, because of the use of the abbreviation 
Xmas, because Christmas trees are condemned in the Bible and because December 25th is the 
wrong date. 

   What's wrong with the use of the word, Christmas? 

   The ecumenical atmosphere which seems prevalent in many religious circles today tends to 
muffle this objection, but it will be heard this year and next and probably for a long time to 
come. The objection to the name pertains to its derivation. Christmas is obnoxious to some 
because it represents the combination of two words, "Christ" and "mass." The word means "the 
mass of Christ." 

   But what does "mass" really mean in the compound word Christmas? Any authoritative 
dictionary will reveal that the English term mass evolved from the Anglo-Saxon word maesse, 
which derived in turn from the Latin missa, which is a form of the verb mittere, which means "to 
send." 

   Consequently, the root meaning of Christ-mass is "to send Christ," or "Christ is sent." 

   Is God against describing the coming of His son with a word meaning "Christ is sent"? Did not 
Paul refer to Immanuel's incarnation as the sending of Christ? "When the fullness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman..." (Galatians 4:4). Moreover, the Savior spoke 
often of "him who sent me." There is nothing inherently obnoxious in the name Christmas. The 
term accurately represents what the holiday is all about or should be—the sending of Christ. 

   But Christmas is becoming terribly commercialized. Shouldn't Christians repudiate its 
observance on that score? 

   No Christian would justify much that goes on in the name of Christmas. No one disputes that 
the holiday is grossly prostituted to unchristian purposes. The world abuses Christmas. Alas, the 
church often abuses Christmas. But does abuse dictate abandonment of the observance? 

   We'd have very little left if we gave up everything which is abused or misused. We couldn't eat 
corn, for distillers misuse it in making whiskey, which robs families of food, clothing and 
shelter. We'd have to prohibit all fires, because arsonists employ them for criminal ends. We'd 
have to eliminate knives from the kitchen because murderers use them to kill. 
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   Christians certainly deplore the modern manner of celebrating Christmas. But that does not 
mean we must discontinue the holiday. We don't do away with all birthday parties because some 
of them become drinking bouts. We don't discard the Bible because false cults misuse it. No 
more does the abuse of Christmas dictate its repudiation by Christians. God is certainly against 
the gross commercialization of the birthday of His Son. But millions of believers celebrate 
Christmas reverently. Is God against this? 

   "But the use of the abbreviation Xmas takes Christ out of Christmas!" opponents allege. "Xmas 
is an irreverent modern substitute for Christmas. The abbreviation represents the substitution of 
X (which means the unknown quantity) for Christ." 

   Most Christians today would nod in agreement with those charges. And certainly some who 
use the abbreviation may employ it for such purposes. Neither is it my intention to whitewash the 
use of Xmas. But in all fairness and honesty we must recognize that the abbreviation did not 
originate either to take Christ out of Christmas or as an "irreverent modern substitute for 
Christmas." 

   Xmas is not of modern coinage. The Oxford English Dictionary documents the use of this 
abbreviation back to 1551. Undoubtedly it was employed before that. Now 1551 is fifty years 
before the first English colonists came to America and sixty years earlier than the completion of 
the King James Version of the Bible! Moreover, at the same time, Xian and Xianity were in 
frequent use as abbreviations of Christian and Christianity. 

   You see, the X in Xmas did not originate as our English alphabet's X but as the symbol X in 
the Greek alphabet, called Chi, with a hard ch. The Greek Chi or X is the first letter in the Greek 
word Christos. Eric G. Gration claims that as early as the first century the X was used as Christ's 
initial. Certainly through church history we can trace this usage. In many manuscripts of the New 
Testament, X abbreviates Christos (Xristos). In ancient Christian art X and XR (Chi Ro—the 
first two letters in Greek of Christos abbreviate his name. We find that this practice entered the 
Old English language as early as AD 100. Moreover, Wycliff and other devout believers used X 
as an abbreviation for Christ. Were they trying to take Christ away and substitute an unknown 
quantity? The idea is preposterous. 

   Some may use Xmas today as an unchristian shortcut for Christmas, but the ancient 
abbreviation by no means originated as such. The scribes who copied New Testament 
manuscripts had no intention of taking Christ out of the New Testament. They used the 
abbreviation simply to save time and space. We use abbreviations for the same purpose today, as 
witness FDR, HST, JFK, LBJ, and a host of others. Xmas is a legitimate abbreviation. I do not 
use it because of the possible misunderstanding it often causes as a result of its misrepresentation 
or abuse. But by no means can the use of the abbreviation be a valid objection to the observance 
of Christmas itself! Is God against abbreviations? 

   "But the Bible is definitely against Christmas trees!" many proclaim with reference to Jeremiah 
10:2-4: "Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen....For the customs of the people 
are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the 
axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and hammers that it move 
not." 

   Now if this passage refers to decorated Christmas trees, we most certainly would be disobeying 
God by having them. But by no legitimate interpretation can this 10th chapter of Jeremiah be 
twisted into a prohibition or condemnation of Christmas trees! The context plainly associates the 
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action not with apostates in this Christian dispensation, but with idolaters who were alive at the 
time! Jeremiah is not foreseeing paganism 2000 years in the future (the first Christmas tree 
apparently was decorated in the 16th century AD), but denouncing rampant contemporary 
heathenism! 

   Jeremiah writes to Jews about to go into captivity in Babylon. The circumstance dictating his 
rebuke was the widespread idolatry in the land whither the captives were bound. The prophet's 
purpose was to forewarn the Jews against apostatizing further in their new and idolatrous 
environment, and to give guidance how to avoid involvement in rites and orgies indulged in by 
their eventual neighbors. 

   A reading of the entire chapter gives a proper perspective for understanding the chapter. Verse 
11 offers a formula pious Jews might use to decline the invitations of their neighbors to 
participate in the ceremonies: "Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the 
heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under the heavens." 

   But what about the tree in this chapter? Obviously the passage has nothing to do with 
decorating a tree. The warnings relate to the practice of carving idols! A man fells a tree and 
transports the trunk to a woodworker who carves an idol there from with his axe. While the rich 
could afford idols made of molten metals, the poor had to content themselves with gods of wood 
(cf. Isaiah 40:19, 20). In Jeremiah 10 we have a wooden idol plated with precious metals. The 
prophet outlines the steps in the "creation" of such gods: First, the log is felled—"one cutteth a 
tree out of the forest;" second, the trunk is carved—"the work of the hands of the workman, with 
the axe;" and third, the idol is plated—"then deck it with silver and with gold." 

   Verses eight and nine corroborate that this decking refers to the covering: "...the stock is a 
doctrine of vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the 
work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are 
all the work of cunning men." Thus not only is the idol plated, it is clothed with bright 
rainment— something true of no Christmas tree which I have ever seen. 

   But some might still be puzzled about why Jeremiah would refer to an idol as a tree. The 
prophet here uses a figure of speech called synecdoche by which the name of the material is used 
to denote the product made of it. Since the tree was used in making the idol, the finished product 
is by synecdoche called a tree. Likewise the Bible refers to Jesus' cross as a tree because its 
materials came from such a source. 

   Is God against Christmas trees? The Bible certainly does not so reveal. But even if he were, 
that would hardly dictate abolition of the whole Christmas observance. Is there anything 
intrinsically immoral or unrighteous about a decorated tree? Are lights on a fir tree more evil 
than candles on a birthday cake? Is a tree in the house more improper than having plants and cut 
flowers indoors? If you think so, then by all means remove your tree. But don't use a Christmas 
tree as a whipping boy to slander Christmas! 

   Which brings us to the final principal objection against the holiday. "December 25th is the 
wrong date." 

   Probably it is. There is one chance in 365 (or 366 if Jesus was born, as some suppose, in a leap 
year) that the date is correct. But because we do not know the date, must we ignore Christ's 
birth? We don't know for sure in what year Jesus came. Yet we mark our calendars according to 
anno domini (AD). We do know for sure that Jesus was not born in the year one of the Christian 
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era, for Herod the Great died in what we call 4 BC! Shall we junk our calendars and stop keeping 
track of dates just because the year marked AD is incorrect? 

   Jesus' birth probably did not take place in December. But those who insist it could not have 
taken place in December go too far. They argue that shepherds could not have been in their fields 
as it was the height of the rainy season. However, weather is a variable quantity and the 
Palestinian climate is quite mild. The particular December—if it was December—could have 
been a warm, rather dry, month. But what if Jesus was born instead in January, March, April or 
October, as has been suggested? Would that make God object to the observance on December 
25? 

   Secular events are sometimes observed on dates different from their occurrences. England's 
late King George VI annually proclaimed a date in June for the celebration of his birthday, but he 
was born on December 14th. His people did not rebel, because they celebrated his birth and not 
just its date! 

   "But isn't Christmas on December 25th a continuation of the pagan holiday of the same date?" 
ask opponents. 

   December 25th was indeed a pagan holiday. In ancient ages many new converts yielded to 
temptation to keep that feast. It seems that Christian leaders endeavored to counteract that 
practice by giving believers a Christian festival on the same day, celebrating the birth of Christ.    
Some churches in our day conduct special banquets or other attractions for their high school 
seniors on the night of the senior prom for much the same motive. Certainly the celebration of 
Christmas is not a continuation of the pagan holiday. It is a unique Christian observance hailing 
the birth of Jesus Christ. 

   Moreover, December 25 is especially fitting in that it comes four days after the winter solstice. 
As the days grow longer with more light, Christians rejoice in the hope of the world in the birth 
of him who called himself the Light of the World. G. H. Montgomery wrote, "Church leaders 
saw in the birth of Jesus a triumph of light over darkness, spring over winter and of life over 
death. What more appropriate time could have been selected to commemorate the birth of the 
Man whose life, teachings and vicarious death were to change the trends of history, cause light to 
shine out of darkness and offer light to those who dwell in the valley of death! It will be good to 
keep these things in mind as you observe Christmas." 

   God isn't against Christmas. God is in favor of Christmas—of the proper observance of the 
holiday, that is. God planned and executed the first Christmas. No matter how flagrantly men 
may abuse this holiday, they cannot rob devout believers of its wonder and glory as expressed by 
the angel of old, "Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord" 
(Luke 2:10, 11). 
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